. (a-c) Relative quantification of steroid. (a) Cassytha (epicotyl as haustoria-forming part) before and after parasitizing Ipomoea (stem as parasitized part); (b) Ipomoea with and without Cassytha parasitization; (c) Cassytha stem (hypocotyl) with and without Cuscuta parasitization: steroid quantification data were obtained with GC-EI-MS. Value at y axis indicates peak area of extracted ion chromatogram (XIC)/mg fresh weight (n = 3 as biological replicates). CFB, Cassytha before parasitization (haustoria-forming part); CFIP, Cassytha parasitizing Ipomoea; IPNC, Ipomoea without Cassytha; IPCF, Ipomoea parasitized by Cassytha; CFBs, Cassytha stem (hypocotyl) without Cuscuta; CFCJ, Cassytha parasitized by Cuscuta. * Indicates statistical significance compared with negative control. p-Value (t-test) showed statistical significance between samples. (d) GC chromatogram of steroid profiling of Cuscuta haustoria-forming part, parasitizing Cassytha stem (hypocotyl). β-Amyrin and a peak annotated as cycloartenol was observed. Values at x and y axis indicate retention time and relative intensity, respectively. Error bar indicates standard deviation (SD).

